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The House met at 10 a.m.

Rev. John C. Garrett, Parish of Our
Lady of Sorrows-St. Anthony, Ham-
ilton, New Jersey, offered the following
prayer:

“We hold these truths to be self-evi-
dent, that all men are created equal,
that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable rights, that
among these are life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness.”

God, Creator of heaven and Earth,
the Founders of this great Nation rec-
ognized the basic principle that You
are our Creator and we are Your noble,
yet humble creatures. As such, all men
and women are loved and treasured by
You. Send Your blessings on the
women and men of this honorable
House so that they will be guided by
Your divine law in their deliberations.
Grant them the wisdom to seek the
common good for all people. May all
their actions demonstrate respect and
reverence for all people; each made in
Your divine image and likeness. Let all
this be done for Your greater glory. We
ask this in Your divine name.

Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Michigan (Mr. KNOLLENBERG)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. KNOLLENBERG led the Pledge
of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 1-minute requests on each
side of the aisle.

————

BRING DOWN PRICES AT THE
PUMP TODAY

(Mrs. CHRISTENSEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Madam Speak-
er, every day Americans are struggling
to drive their kids to school or run im-
portant errands. Every day Americans
are struggling to fill up their gas
tanks. And every day President Bush
opposes a different Democratic solu-
tion to bringing down prices at the
pump.

Today is day 9 of our efforts urging
the President to release oil from the
Strategic Petroleum Reserve, a move
that has a history of real results. But
the White House has slammed the idea,
saying it has been ineffective in the
past.

I guess President Bush doesn’t re-
member when his father released oil
from the Reserve in 1990 and oil prices
dropped 33 percent immediately. Or
when President Clinton took action in
2000. Real relief was apparent before oil
even reached market. He also forgot
when he himself released oil from the
SPR only 2 years ago, and a barrel of
oil dropped $5.

This is action Americans are de-
manding; relief at the pump now.

Madam Speaker, releasing oil from
the reserve is a tested and proven solu-
tion to providing struggling Americans
with relief today. It is time President
Bush stands up for consumers and taps
into the Strategic Petroleum Reserve.

———

DESTROY THE BOOKS

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, the elite Cam-
bridge University Press of the United
Kingdom is destroying controversial
books, reminiscent of the Berlin book
burnings of 1933.

In an effort not to offend wealthy
Saudi banker Sheikh Khalid bin
Mahfouz, the timid publisher cowered
in fear and is pulping and destroying
all known copies of its book ‘‘Alms for
Jihad” that alleges the Saudi banker’s
ties to charities that fund terrorist or-
ganizations. The writers of the book
stand by their work, however.

Mr. Speaker, here is the real prob-
lem. In the United Kingdom more and
more frivolous libel suits are brought
against writers and publishers by peo-
ple with connections to terrorist
groups because the United Kingdom
court system is weighed in favor of
suppression of controversial free
speech in the marketplace of ideas. So
many publishers like Cambridge are in-
timidated and are afraid to publish
controversial topics. After all, the
British court system is just too sophis-
ticated to allow books to be printed
that might offend someone.

The writers of ‘“Alms for Jihad”
should publish their book in the United
States because we thrive on controver-
sial speech, whether alleged terrorist
sympathizers like it or not.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

UNITED WAY OF HUDSON COUNTY,
NEW JERSEY

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to highlight the good work of the
United Way of Hudson County, New
Jersey. They have a distinguished his-
tory of working with their partners to
help the homeless in Hudson County.

I would like to highlight just a few of
the good things that United Way of
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